
 

Do not neglect hospitality, for through it some have unknowingly entertained angels  
(Hebrews 13:2) 

 

Save the Dates 
October 25 – 29, 2021 

 
USCMA invites you to a national Catholic dialogue on how the U.S. Church – and the missionary 
community within the church – can be in solidarity with the immigrant, the migrant, the refugee. Angels 
Unaware – Mission with People on the Move is an opportunity to encounter others, learn about the 
peoples “on the move” around the world, explore ways the church can respond, and envision more 
hospitable communities.   
 
The Church’s concern for the immigrant is reinforced by Pope Francis in his encyclical Fratelli Tutti. The 
migrant, the immigrant, the refugee is our sister or our brother. We share the same innate dignity before 
God. Consequently, they are gift, have inalienable rights, and need access to basic human needs. According 
to Pope Francis, migrants need welcome, protection, promotion, and integration. What does this look 
like for our religious communities, our dioceses and parishes, our volunteer programs, and our campus 
ministries?  
 
Immigration was a key issue in the 2020 elections. It is a critical issue facing the Biden Administration. As 
missionary disciples sent by the Church as missionaries, we do not see politics, we see people – sisters and 
brothers made in the image of God. Regardless of how politicians address immigration, as followers of 
Jesus we want to welcome the stranger, be communities of peace, and be a collective voice for human 
dignity. We want this dialogue to be moments of awareness (SEE), insight (JUDGE), evaluation and 
discernment (ACT). 
 

Prepare 
 
Begin now to reflect on your own experience of migration. What is your migration story? Perhaps it is part 
of your family history. A friend of mine has a copy of the ledger from Ellis Island that records the arrival of 
his ancestors. Perhaps you have directly worked with immigrants or are yourself an immigrant to this 

 



country. Perhaps your community of faith – parish, diocese, religious community – has a history of 
welcoming and serving migrants.  
 

Invite 
 
Scan your network of relationships. Who do you know that is involved in mission to migrants? Be sure they 
know about they know about this opportunity. Who is in leadership in your family community – your 
pastor, bishop, provincial, leadership team? Chat with them about migrants. What are we doing to serve the 
migrant, the angel in our midst? Share this flyer but DON’T just send an email. Have a conversation.  
 
 

Support 
 
This is a crucial moment for the U.S. Church. USCMA seeks partners and sponsors to make this a 
synod-like gathering a time when we can come together in solidarity with migrants, immigrants, and 
refugees. USCMA is seeking partners that will animate the dialogue. We need speakers, facilitators, prayer 
leaders, and financial support. To make this dialogue open to as many people as possible, USCMA is only 
charging a $40 solidarity fee for full access to the dialogue. Consequently, we are seeking dialogue sponsors 
($400 to $4,000) to unwrite the costs of the dialogue. If you have any suggestions, leads, or “talk to this 
person today” possibilities, contact Don McCrabb (dmccrabb@uscatholicmission.org) or call 202-832-3112.  
 

Timeline 
 
USCMA is organizing the virtual dialogue using the see, judge, and act method now. It will have registration 
materials, a preliminary schedule, and a report on interest level by September 21, 2021. That is the date for 
the USCMA Membership Meeting (2 pm ET) where the association will be celebrating its 40th Anniversary. 
The schedule and list of speakers will be updated regularly on USCMA’s website until it is finalized on 
October 20, 2021. 
 

Dedication 
 
USCMA is dedicated to the mission Jesus entrusted to the Church. It serves mission by serving missionaries. 
All who are called by God to mission are encouraged to accompany one another. The national dialogue on 
mission and migration is offered with faith, hope, and love by the … 
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